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What’s
on your plate?

Make half your 
plate fruits and 

vegetables.

Switch to skim  
or 1% milk.

Vary your protein 
food choices.

Make at least 
half your grains 

whole.

Before you eat, think about what and how much 
food goes on your plate or in your cup or bowl. 
Over the day, include foods from all food groups: 
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, low-fat dairy 
products, and lean protein foods.

ChooseMyPlate.gov

Grains

Dairy
Fruits

Vegetables
Protein



U.S. Department of Agriculture  •  Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion
August 2011
CNPP-25
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Cut back on sodium 
and empty calories 
from solid fats and 
added sugars

Look out for salt (sodium) in foods 
you buy. Compare sodium in foods 
and choose those with a lower 
number.

Drink water instead of sugary drinks. 
Eat sugary desserts less often.

Make foods that are high in solid 
fats—such as cakes, cookies, ice 
cream, pizza, cheese, sausages, and 
hot dogs—occasional choices, not 
every day foods.

Limit empty calories to less than 
260 per day, based on a 2,000 
calorie diet.

Be physically active 
your way
Pick activities you like and do 
each for at least 10 minutes at a 
time. Every bit adds up, and health 
benefits increase as you spend more 
time being active.

Children and adolescents: get  
60 minutes or more a day.

Adults: get 2 hours and 30 minutes 
or more a week of activity that 
requires moderate effort, such as 
brisk walking.

Vegetables Fruits Grains Dairy Protein 
Foods

Eat more red, orange, 
and dark-green veg-
gies like tomatoes, 
sweet potatoes, 
and broccoli in main 
dishes.

Add beans or peas 
to salads (kidney or 
chickpeas), soups 
(split peas or lentils), 
and side dishes (pinto  
or baked beans), or 
serve as a main dish.

Fresh, frozen, and 
canned vegetables 
all count. Choose 
“reduced sodium” 
or “no-salt-added” 
canned veggies.

Use fruits as snacks, 
salads, and desserts. 
At breakfast, top your 
cereal with bananas 
or strawberries; 
add blueberries to 
pancakes.

Buy fruits that are 
dried, frozen, and 
canned (in water or 
100% juice), as well as 
fresh fruits.

Select 100% fruit juice 
when choosing juices.

Substitute whole-
grain choices for 
refined-grain breads, 
bagels, rolls, break-
fast cereals, crackers, 
rice, and pasta.

Check the ingredients 
list on product labels 
for the words “whole” 
or “whole grain” 
before the grain 
ingredient name.

Choose products that 
name a whole grain 
first on the ingredi-
ents list.

Choose skim (fat-
free) or 1% (low-fat) 
milk. They have the 
same amount of 
calcium and other 
essential nutrients as 
whole milk, but less 
fat and calories.

Top fruit salads and 
baked potatoes with 
low-fat yogurt.

If you are lactose 
intolerant, try 
lactose-free milk or 
fortified soymilk (soy 
beverage).

Eat a variety of foods 
from the protein food 
group each week, 
such as seafood, 
beans and peas, and 
nuts as well as lean 
meats, poultry, and 
eggs.

Twice a week, make 
seafood the protein 
on your plate.

Choose lean meats 
and ground beef that 
are at least 90% lean.

Trim or drain fat from 
meat and remove skin 
from poultry to cut 
fat and calories.

For a 2,000-calorie daily food plan, you need the amounts below from each food group.  
To find amounts personalized for you, go to ChooseMyPlate.gov.

Eat 2½ cups 
every day

What counts as a cup? 
1 cup of raw or 
cooked vegetables  
or vegetable juice;  
2 cups of leafy  
salad greens

Eat 2 cups  
every day

What counts as a cup? 
1 cup of raw or 
cooked fruit or  
100% fruit juice;  
½ cup dried fruit

Eat 6 ounces 
every day

What counts as  
an ounce? 
1 slice of bread;  
½ cup of cooked rice, 
cereal, or pasta;  
1 ounce of ready-to-
eat cereal

Get 3 cups  
every day

What counts as a cup? 
1 cup of milk, yogurt, 
or fortified soymilk; 
1½ ounces natural or 
2 ounces processed 
cheese

Eat 5½ ounces 
every day

What counts as  
an ounce? 
1 ounce of lean meat, 
poultry, or fish; 1 egg; 
1 Tbsp peanut butter;  
½ ounce nuts or 
seeds; ¼ cup beans  
or peas 



Areas of Focus
Social/Emotional
• Build a positive self concept
• Express feelings
• Accept consequences
• Responsibility
• Independent behavior
• Self-care
• Complete tasks
• Follow directions
• Make decisions
• Courtesy and good manners
• Help others
• Work within a group; 

cooperation
• Respect the environment 

and all its citizens

Literacy and Language 
Development
• Asking and answering 

questions
• Dramatizing
• Role playing
• Nursery rhymes
• Speaking in complete 

sentences
• Repeating and imitating 

sounds
• Telling and describing
• Fingerplays
• Classification

Listening Skills
• Ability to listen to stories
• Ability to listen to a speaker
• Differentiate sounds and 

tones
• Follow directions
• Hear likenesses & 

differences in words and 
rhythms

• Listen for sequence
• Rhyming words
• Identify sounds
• Match sounds
• Memorize patterns and 

activities 

Visual Discrimination Skills
• Recognize likenesses & 

differences in shape and size
• Visual memory
• Recognize shapes, objects, 

symbols, colors, patterns, 
letters, numbers

• Recall sequence

Large Motor Skills
• Jumping
• Walking
• Running
• Skipping
• Hopping
• Beanbags
• Balls
• Body Parts

Manipulative and Fine Motor 
Skills
• Left to right orientation
• Knowledge to basic stokes
• Recognize & discriminate 

ABC’s
• Small muscle coordination
• Hold writing tools
• Lacing
• Cutting
• Handwriting

Art Skills
• Color
• Line
• Shape
• Texture
• Form
• Opportunity to enhance 

creativity and for children 
to represent their feelings, 
ideas and knowledge.

Music and Drama
• Singing
• Instruments
• Listening
• Movement
• Role Playing

Health, Nutrition and Safety
• How the body uses food
• Healthy food groups for 

growth
• Cooking
• Safety Practices

Math
• Classifying
• Comparing
• Ordering: first, second, third
• Sorting
• Grouping
• Counting
• One-to-one correspondence
• Number relationships
• Spatial relationships
• Patterns
• Shapes

Science and Technology
• Matter
• Air
• Heat
• Sound
• Energy
• Wind
• Electricity
• Machines
• Living things: plants 

&animals
• Earth & Universe: moon, sun, 

stars, shadows
• Using simple tools and 

technology to extend learning

Jewish Studies
• Holidays
• Symbols
• Vocabulary
• Hebrew language & blessings
• bible stories
• Songs and characters
• Weekly Shabbat Celebrations
• Weekly Havdallah 

Celebrations


